
From: Brian Hollingshead [mailto:hollingshead@telus.net]  

Sent: September-13-17 8:24 PM 

To: Brian Hollingshead 

Subject: Ferry traffic, August 2017 

 

FACChairs, 

 

Another amazing month, smoke and all.  Sort of like the Vancouver real 

estate market, 'how long can this go on?'.  Passenger traffic up 5.9% over 

the same month last year; vehicles up 5.7%.  Major and Minor route groups 

showing comparable growth.  Graph 1 

 

While the year to date numbers are slightly off the August pace, they're all 

healthy.  Graph 2.  As with the August monthly data, the Minors tend to be 

outperforming the Majors on a percentage basis.  That said, the Majors bring 

in over 80% of the tariff revenue, so their contribution to the revenue 

increase is substantially more than that of the Minors.  It would appear, as 

Mark Collins suggested, that FY2018 could turn out to be the strongest 

traffic year yet. 

 

Graphs 3 and 4 indicate this August is the second year in a row for dramatic 

growth after six years of less than stellar performance.  It might be noted 

that the traffic increases coincide with record breaking tourist numbers in 

the south coast part of the province.  Interesting to note that the Minor 

route August growth is outpacing that of the System for the past two years. 

 

While the fiscal year has had some ups and downs, June, July and August have 

all been strong months, system-wide.  Graph 5.  While past history doesn't 

necessarily serve to predict the future (ask your broker), there is enough 

locked-in traffic now that even a mediocre fall and winter won't unhinge the 

positive growth for the year. 

 

The Northern routes again showed most growth following an up and down year. 

Graph 6.  In that they march to their own drumbeat, and not necessarily in 

synch with the rest of the system, the trends are not surprising.  It's 

noteworthy that traffic from Bella Coola was down 57% from last August, no 

doubt the result of the wildfires between Bella Coola and Williams Lake. 

Route 10S has to be the most wild fire affected route in the system.  The 

loss of traffic on the route is just a small indicator of the lost tourism 

revenue in the area.  Hopefully those losses will be recognized when the 

provincial and federal governments total up the economic impact of the fires 

(and start providing some financial relief). 

 

Graphs 7 and 8, as always, remind us that traffic is now digging itself out 

of an eight year long ditch.  That it seems on course to match traffic 

levels of twelve years ago is encouraging; it's a significant milestone. 

The fact remains that the traffic level, and the economies of 

ferry-dependent coastal communities, lag well behind where they would have 

been had not government funding been choked off in pursuit of 'greater user 

pay' for a decade. 

 

A little bit over the horizon . . . the anticipated 15% fare reduction for 

the Minors, the Northern routes and Route 3 should provide a significant 

boost to traffic on those routes in FY2019.  Notwithstanding some of the 

whining going on - 'give it to us now' - the fare cut will take place Apr 1, 

2018, as has been stated ever since it was first committed.  And it will be 

welcome. 
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Have a look at the daily traffic graphs.  Three - well maybe four - things. 

 1 traffic continues grow since 2014 

 2 a bit surprising that August generally has higher daily traffic 

than July.  Hmmm 

 3 the Northern routes have by far the highest peak to valley ratios 

of all the route groups. 

 4.interesting to note the traffic ramp-up approaching summer and 

drop like a rock in after August. 

 

As always, any questions or comments, don't be shy, 

 

Brian 

 


